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DIRECT FLIGHTS TO IASI 
 

Below you can find a list of direct flights to Iasi. If you would like more details, schedules, or updates, please visit the 
official website of Iasi International Airport: www.aeroport-iasi.ro 

 

• Bucharest (OTP) 

• Vienna (VIE) 

• Brussels (Charleroi – CRL) 

• Larnaca (LCA) 

• Billund (BLL) 

• Copenhagen (CPH) 

• Eindhoven (EIN) 

• Barcelona (BCN) 

• Madrid (MAD) 

• Valencia (VLC) 

• Malmö (MMX) 

• Basel–Mulhouse–Freiburg (BSL) 

• Istanbul (IST) 

• Dubai (DXB) 

• Paris (Beauvais – BVA) 

• Basel / Mulhouse / Freiburg (BSL) 

• Dortmund (DTM) 

• Memmingen (FMM) 

• Dublin (DUB) 

• Tel Aviv (TLV) 

• Rome (FCO) 

• Milan – Bergamo (BGY) 

• Bologna (BLQ) 

• Catania (CTA) 

• Treviso (TSF) 

• Turin (TRN) 

• Venice (VCE) 

• London (LTN) 

• Liverpool (LPL) 

 

Iași Airport is located approximately 7 km from Hotel International. Transportation by Uber or taxi typically 
costs around 5–8 euros, depending on the time of day. 
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IASI CITY, ROMANIA 
Iasi is the most important political, economic and cultural center of the province of Moldavia as well as one of 
the oldest cities in Romania. Located in the northeastern part of the country, Iasi was for many centuries the 
crossing point of the most important commercial routes linking Poland, Hungary, Russia and Constantinople.  

Deeply rooted in history, Iasi has been the main center of Moldavian culture since 1408. The city prides itself 
with publishing the first Romanian newspaper and establishing the first Romanian university. Today, Iasi is 
home to five universities.  

 

Location:   Eastern Romania (Iasi County) 

Size:    37 sq. miles (96 sq. kilometers) 

Population:   510,000 

Inhabited since 400 BC and first documented in 1387 AD, in 1565, Iasi became the capital of Moldavia and for a short 
period of time, from 1859 until 1862, the capital of Romania. 

 

Over the past 500 years, history, culture and religious life have molded the city's unique character. Iasi boasts 
an impressive number of Orthodox churches, almost 100, most of them located in the so-called Golden Plateau 
(Platoul de Aur). The oldest, the Princely Saint Nicholas Church, dates from the reign of Stephen the Great 
(Stefan cel Mare, 1457-1504). The finest, however, are the 17th century St. Paraschiva Metropolitan Cathedral 
and Trei Ierarhi Church, the last a curious example of Byzantine art, erected in 1635-1639 by Vasile Lupu. Its 
outer walls and twin towers are intricately carved in what many think of as stone lace.  
 

The Golden Plateau represents the nucleus of the city, around which the entire settlement developed over the 
centuries. With the Palace of Culture at one end and the Union Square (Piata Unirii) at the other, the Golden 
Plateau features churches and princely palaces on both sides of Stefan cel Mare si Sfant Boulevard, which runs 
right through its centre. Many other important sites can be found on nearby streets. 
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THE MOST ATTRACTIVE  
AND IMPORTANT PLACES TO VISIT IN IASI 

 

THE PALACE OF CULTURE 

This remarkable construction (1906-1925), built in flamboyant neo-
gothic style, stands partly on the ruins of a medieval royal court 
mentioned in documents dating from 1434. Today, the 365-room palace 
houses the Gheorghe Asachi Library and four of the city's museums: 
the Moldavian History Museum, the Ethnographic Museum, the Museum 
of Art and the Museum of Science and Technology. The interior decor, with the lavish furnishings and 
magnificent staircase of the entrance lobby, can be admired free of charge, but tickets are required for entry 
to the museums. 

ST. PARASCHIVA METROPOLITAN CATHEDRAL 

Built in Italian Renaissance style, the St. Paraschiva Metropolitan Cathedral is the 
largest Orthodox Church in Romania. Construction began in 1833 and ended in 
1839, but its cupolas fell and the church remained in ruins until 1880, when, with 
the help of the Foundation of King Carol I, work started again, lasting until 1888. 
The vast interior was painted in 1887 by Gheorghe Tatarescu and the stained glass 
windows were completed by a Bavarian factory in Munich.  

In 1639, Vasile Lupu spent Moldavia's budget for the following year and a half to 
acquire the relics of St. Paraschiva from Constantinopole.  

The relics were moved to the Metropolitan Cathedral in 1889 after a fire damaged the Trei Ierarhi Church where 
they had originally been placed. 

The cathedral still uses one of the original bells in its northeast spire. Inside the bell, an inscription says it was 
made from four cannons captured from the Turkish army in the War of 1828-1829. Nearby stands the 18th 
century Old Metropolitan Church of St. George (Biserica Sfantul Gheorghe).  
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CHURCH OF THE THREE HIERARCHS (BISERICA SFANTILOR TREI IERARHI) 

The Church of the Three Hierarchs (constructed 1637 - 1639) is highlighted as a must-in every guidebook. 
Nothing can prepare you, though, for its stunning ornate decoration: the entire exterior of the church is covered 
in delicate and intricate patterns sculpted into the stone and spread over 30 friezes. This "stone embroidery" 
is a mixture of western gothic, Renaissance and Oriental motifs. 

The original interior paintings were completed by Russian artists sent to Iasi by the Tsar. In 1882, the frescoes 
were removed when French architect Lecomte de Nouy set about redesigning the interior after several fires 
and six earthquakes damaged the structure. Original fragments of the frescoes are still preserved in the nearby 
Gothic Hall museum (Open: Tue.-Sun. 10am - 4pm. Admission charge). 

 

Legend has it that the exterior was covered in gold, silver and lapis lazuli but 
centuries ago, when the Ottoman Empire tried to conquer Moldavia, the invaders 
sat the church on fire and melted all the gold. 

 

 

The interior boasts the tombs of a number of famous Romanians, including the founder of this church, Vasile 
Lupu, Prince Alexandru Ioan Cuza, and Prince Dimitrie Cantemir. In 1994, the church reopened as a monastery. 
The three patron saints (Basil the Great, Gregory of Nazianzus and John Crysostom) are celebrated here on 
January 30.  

 

ALEXANDRU BALS HOUSE/ MOLDOVA PHILHARMONIC HOUSE (FILARMONICA MOLDOVA)  

Built in 1815 by Alexandru Bals, this house became the venue of choice for 
theatre performances in Iasi. On January 18, 1847, the famous composer, 
Franz Liszt, played here. In 1868, Monsignor Salandarie founded the Catholic 
Institute here, enlarging the building and adding a spacious extension, 
which today, houses the Moldavia Philharmonic. The old building is home to 
the George Enescu Conservatoire. 
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NATIONAL THEATRE (TEATRUL NATIONAL VASILE ALECSANDRI) 

Built in the late 19th century on the site of the old City Hall, this is 
one of the most elegant buildings in Romania. The architects were 
the Viennese Feller and Helmer who later built theatres in Cernauti 
and Sofia. Richly decorated in French-eclectic style, the theatre has 
one of the most splendid auditoriums in the country. It can seat 
1,000 people and the acoustics are excellent. The theatre bears the 

name of the company's founder, Vasile Alecsandri (1821-1890), a renowned Romanian poet, playwright, politician 
and diplomat. 

 

“ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA” UNIVERSITY (UNIVERSITATEA ALEXANDRU IOAN CUZA) 

“Alexandru Ioan Cuza” University of Iasi is the oldest university from 
Romania. The main university building was built between 1893 and 1897 
on the site of the Great Theatre which had burned down. The Hall of the 
University, known as The Hall of the Lost Footsteps, served as a parliamentary 
debating chamber between 1917 and 1918. In 1967, the painter Sabin 
Balasa created a series of strongly romanticized frescoes for the 
arcades.  

 

CENTRAL UNIVERSITY LIBRARY (BIBLIOTECA CENTRALA UNIVERSITARA MIHAI EMINESCU) 

Located at the base of Copou Hill, this triangular building with Doric 
columns and cupola was built between 1930 and 1935 to serve as the 
headquarters of King Ferdinand's Cultural Foundation. The building was 
decorated with Carrara marble and Venetian mosaics. By 1945, the 
Foundation library had become one of the biggest in the country with 
more than 300,000 volumes. Today, the library is the largest in 

Moldavia, with a great number of manuscripts and old books from the 15th to the 19th centuries.  
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BOTANICAL GARDEN ANASTASIE FATU (GRADINA BOTANICA ANASTASIE FATU) 

Dating from 1856 and covering some 250 acres, Iasi's Botanical Garden is 
the oldest and largest in Romania. The garden houses a precious and rich 
collection of trees and plants.  

 

 

 

 

OTHER PLACES TO VISIT IN IASI 
 

MUSEUMS 

Museum of Moldova (Complexul Muzeal National Moldova) 

1. Moldavian Ethnographic Museum (Muzeul Etnografic al Moldovei) 
2. Art Museum (Muzeul de Arta) 
3. Moldavian History Museum (Muzeul de Istorie al Moldovei) 
The Museum of the Cucuteni Archaeological Site (Muzeul Sitului Arheologic Cucuteni) 
 

CHURCHES AND MONASTERIES  

Golia Monastery (Manastirea Golia) 
Saint Nicholas Church (Biserica Sfantul Nicolae Domnesc) 
Cetatuia Monastery (Manastirea Cetatuia) 
Galata Monastery (Manastirea Galata) 
Frumoasa Monastery (Manastirea Frumoasa) 

 


